
THE
STORY TELLÍNO MACHINE.

(Tho story'Tetllng Machine In the houso
oí Wally Watidoroon, the little old
man, who la looking tor tho Good
Times we used to have, having pro¬
duced sovoral stories which ate va¬

riously received by Wally Wanderoon,
|ho ehllilron and tho story-teller him¬
self, n-russllla tell» talea that aro real
storica according to her mind,)

There wae Bilenco for a little whllo,
and then Wally Wanderoon pretended
to wake up with a snort, "Aro you fin¬
ished?" ho asked. "Aro you right cer¬
tain1 that you didn't leave-out sixty or

uovonty chaplorsï We'd like .to have it
all."

"

"Not mei" exclaimed Drusllla, "Nuff'S
nuff, an' too much 1* a plenty. I bet
you,I klh toll you ono dat you'd like ter
hear; an' taln't no nigger talo nothor. Aly
grnnmammy tolo It ter me an' sho said
eho got It fum do whlto folks."
Drusllla picked at her frock a moment,

as If trying to recall nomo of tho Inci¬
dents of tho story, and then began, As
It must have a name, It If just as woll to
call It

MACK AND HIS MAGIC RINO.
"One time dey wui a man what had

tech a big fambly dat he wuz hard
pushed fer tor feed um all. Ho had thlr-

^ ten chlldun, an' do blggost wa'nt «no'n
fifteen. Doy wuz so many lim um dat
dey took turns at gwlno tor bed hongry,
an den, bltnoby, dey come a bad crop
year.,De season wuz so dry dat dey can't
even raise tutors. Dey scluffol 'long do
best dey could, but It go bo attor so lone
a timo dat aump'n trotter be done, an' do
oldest boy, ho up an' say dat' he gwlne
»omcrs whar ho kin am his llvln' and
maybe he'p his daddy an' mammy.
"Well, dey wuz great one when do timo

come fer him ter go 'way. Dey all cried
an' cried au' cried, tell It look llko dey
wuz gwlnler cry der eyes out.

"JSÍ you'll talco notice, poor folks like
der famblles a heap better dan what rich
iolkes docs. Anyhow, dat's what my
granny say, an she sho did know, kazo
«ho wuz mighty nigh a hundred years ol'#
an' she had seed eights In her day an'
.time,

"Dish yer boy wui name Mack Sump'n
er Nothor.I done fergot what.so I'll
dès call 'Im plain Mack, an' let it go at
dat, 'Taln't gwlntor hurt 'lm, kazo ho
dono dead by dia timo; my granny say
he dono kick loose fum his troubles long
'fo' 1 wuz born.
"Well, his mammy, she packed up de

dude, cryln' all de-time. She put urn In
a bag, an Inter de bag she slipped a few
latero, an' a little rasher or bacon, not
mo'n nuff for ter last ? hongry man five
mlnnitu. An' dat ar Mack, etldder wait-
In* tell nox' moniln' like ho say ho gwlne-
ter do, (¡lung his bag on his. back, got his
walkln'-cano, an' put down the road like
eomp'n wuz atter him; ho didn't wanter
tell um nil goodbye. But when doy fin'
out dat, he done gone, G bet you dey wuz
wheeplri' an' whallh' In dat house.«f you
kin call It a house.
"Whllos all dis wuz gwlne on Mack,

he wuz polln' down do big road. Ef ho
didn't cry It wuz kazo ho ain't got no

pockethandchor. Ho went on, he did,
an' blmoby he come ter de placo whar do
road forked. He knowed dat ono er do
roads led ter do town, kaze ho had been
dar wld .-his daddy, but.what do yuther
road led tofthQ..^tjñ!t',jip; no mo.', dati? de
mah in do moon.f Ï; acy1« any'man'der.
Ho stopped, he did, an' studdy; an' whiles
ho studyln*. ho got a notion dat some un

-wuz talkln' tor Mm. Den ho look all
*roun,' on' dar under a troo wuz a little
?G man. He wuz ¡bareheaded an' bare¬
footed, an' he ain't got no coat.
"Dar -ho stood ehlvorin' an' ahakln' un¬

der de tree. Don Mack wuz mlghtly hold
up, kazo dar wuz a man wuss off dan
what he wuz.colder an' hungrier an'
nakoder, an' he never spected for tor eee
Bech a sight. De llttlo ol" man 'low, 'My
head col"; loan me yo' hat.' Mack say,
'It ain't much uv er hat, but what dey
Is yoU er mo der, welcome tor.' Do llttlo
ol' man say, 'My body col'; loan rao yo'
coat.' Mack 'low, 'Ef my coat'll keep
you warm, It's mp' dan It's done fer ma;
but you'r roo' dupi welcome j.er It.' Do
little ol man say,·'My foots col'; loan me

yo' shoes.' Mack 'low, 'Take um; Jf dey
icori yo' foots warm, It'll bo mo' dan
dey'vo done for me.' Do little ol' man

nay, 'I'm hongry, gl' mo what vlttlea you
got.' Mack low. 'It's llttlo nuff, but I
npeck It'll do you mo' good dan what It
will me/ an' wld dat. he gun do little
ol* man all do vlttles he had 'cep' one

ploco er bread. .·

"Dor. ho ax do man what road he shlll
take, an' de man say, 'Luck Is allers close
1er do left han'.' So Mack tuck de left-
han' road, an ho wont along barefooted,
bareheaded, an wld nh coat ter ter keep
nn col' out. Ho went 'Jong tell he gun
tor git hongry, an' blmeby, ho Rot down
on a log by do side er de road, an' mur.ch-
ed his pleco or bread.
"Ho ain't boen settln' dar long' To' he

hear a noise, an' when ho look 'roun', dar
wuz de llttlo ol' man Bettln' on do yuthor
en' er do log, He wuz all drawed up
an' swivelled, but ho.hod a big bundle
In his han', an' he wuz des ez chipper ez

a Jay-bird. He giggled like he wuz mighty
nigh tlekold ter death. Mack ain't Bay
nothln', but he look (at de man mighty
hard. Blmeby, when do little ol' man
i;nt over his glglin' spoil, ho look nt Mack
an' 'low, 'now den, young man, you dor.e
«G mo purty n|gh evo'ythlng ypu hod. an'
now I'm gwlne tor pay you bne.k, Take
dlHh yer bundle un" opon lt.'
"Bo said, ro don. Mack opened de bun¬

dle, an' dar wuz a good suit or cloze, a

r.leo pair or shoes an' a hat; an" dey wuz
nil bran' now, Mack wont In do bushea
an* put um on, nn' whon ho come back
you wouldn't hardly ??-knowed him, ho
looked so fino an' elenn. Ho said thanky-
do ter *e man, nn' made his best bow.
Don tie mar. gl' Mm a ring. Hn 'low, he
did, dat do ring wuz too big for Mack's
biggest flngnr, but anyhow, ho must keep
It on his finger, kazo of ho lose It he'll
ho (ìnliinky; but of ho don't lose It, an'
keep It on his finger.do big finger or

his left han'.ho kin do anything ho try
1er do.
"Mack look at da ring ar,' try It on,

»?* whon ho turn 'muti' for tor say thanky
ter de llttlo ?G man, day wasn't nobody
dar. He look an' look, hut dey ain't
nobody In sight, an' It make Mm feel
mighty ciliare, kaze he ain't been use ter
folks fadlW away right bofo' his oyes. Ilo
picked up his fpots, ar.' I bet you he got
uway fum dar.
."He wont on an' went on, an* blmeby,

attor an long a time, ho come Intor a

new country, an' In dat country he hear
'bout de ijuaro doln's er de king. Some
nay he .had inn' sense dan what any
yuthor king had. an' some eay he wuz
utark-naked crazy, Mack' lls'en at -all
dis talk, but he ain't say nothln'. When
dey ax 'lm 'bout de king, he say he don't
know de king, an' do king don't kr.ow
him. Den doy say dat he de ve'y man
fer ter settln a 'spute what doy boen
bavin', an' den dey ax 'lm what he think
uv a king what wanter gl his daughter
tar,do man what kin clean out his stables,
an' sweep out his back-yard, an' fill up
de dry well,
"Mack ax ef anybody is ever tried

fer tor do all dis, Dey eay dat hundreds
»r folks la tried, an* come 'way wldout
Soin' one er do yuthor, Den Mack 'low,
he did, dat de king Is smart man, kaze
he huntln' fer somebody what kin do bet¬
ter dan anybody else, an' ho any he
gwlnetor take de Job, an' eee ef he can't
¦how de' king how he olean up things
ut his house,
"Well, de word went round dat a young,

f·/»- *»in a fur country lo gwlnter try hb/

han' at cleanln' out de plane whar de
king don hi« kingiti' «ri' bimeliy II oome
tor de year et· do king an' ho ,dee lay
back on hla ih'one an' laughed tell ho
can't 'laugh no mo' ¡ an' den he call tn his
daurhter an' toi· her. dut doy wins an¬
other fool cotnln' fer ter7 olean out his
stabln. He broke out In a hoes laugh, but
<le gal, ehe ain't neo de Joko die time, Bho
sot dar an' twls' her aproti-etrlng, an'
.vow dat ehe ain't gwlnter play no scoli
gamei sho 'low dat blmeby some good-
for-nothln'll\come an' do what nobody
eleo aan't do, an' den she'll hatter mar¬
ry 'Irn wheddor or no. She say she done
makeup her min' what ter do, an she
gwlnter do It. ·
"So »ho wont an' fix herself up like one ¡

er de poor folks. She shucked hor silk j
duda an' all hor fino cloze, rth' conio out'n j
hop room lookln' for all do worl' like sho ?
b'longed ter do poor white trash, an' when
Mack come wnlkln'-^roun' do yard ter do
house whar do kiugln' wuz done, she wuz
walkln* 'raun* do yard barefooted, an' her
cloze looked like doy had been fished
outer do rag-bng.
"Mack say howdy, an' tuck off his hat»

Do gal 'low, ,'You couln't do no mo' et
I wuz de king's daughtor.1 Mack eay,
? bet you or lots purtlor dat», what de
king's daughtor Is.' Do gal mako answer
' ain't no puttier, nn' I ain't got no fine
cloze like do king's daughter. What you
want 'roun' horo, anyhow?' Mack Mow,
? may wnnt you 'fo' I gJt thoo, but what
I want right now Is fer somebody tor run
an' tell de king dat dey's a man out hore
what want tor do some cleanln' for 'Im.'
Do gal wont 'roun do bacjt way, an' blmo-
by somebody come tor de door, an' ax
Mack what ho want. Mack say hé des
wanter do some cleanln' for do king, Some
un done toi' 'Im, ho say, dat do k,lng want
his stable cleaned out, an' his back yard
swop'. Do door-keeper run an' tol' do
klpg, an' ho toi' um fer ter show de fooL
In.
"Bo Mack, ho went In whar do king wuz

nn' he seed mo' fino doln's den ho ever
see befo' In all his born days. He mired
up in do kyarplts, an' come mighty nigh
walkln' hendfo'most In a big looking-glass
on do wall. 'Bout dat time he gun tor
feel shaky, an' he got do Idee dat may-
bo he'd nomo ter de wrong place. But he
holt up his head an' make like he been
use ter dat kinder doin's all his Ufe.
Blmeby do house gal come an' tol' 'Im
dat de klng'd see 'fan, an' sho showed 'im
Inter a great big room dat look like it'd
hoi' a hundred folks, an' upon a flat-
form eot do i.ing. He had his hankcher
ori his mouf fer ter keep fum laughlr.,'
an* ovo'y onco In a while he'd mighty
nigh étrangle hlssolf wld coughln'.
"Mack tol' him howdy ez perllto ez he

could, an' bowed'" oz low ez he knowed
how. Den de king any dat de folks what
tol' 'Im dat ain't no Ho; an* den he went
on ter say, dat he boon trylri* fer de
longest kind of a time fer .tor git some¬

body what kin clean out his atablo, sweep
hie back yard an' fill a dry well. Macie
'low dat he'll try ter do do best lie kin.
"So do king, ter moke'sho er matter,

tol' *lm dat of he done de Job, ho mought
marry hi» daughter, an' ef ho can't dò
de Job he'll hatter'go tor Jail fer a Bpell,
an' don-he sont fer de carriage driver an'
tol' Mm ter show de young man whar de
stable Is. Dey ain't no two ways about
it. Mack wuz feelln* shaky, an' ef ho could
'a' backed out or doln' de Job ho wouldn't
'a' gone nigh de stable, but dar he wuz
an' he couldn't git out'n It. So dar he
wuz. He looked In do stable, an' It wuz
mighty nigh chock full er dirt an' straw.
Sut he shucked his coat an' got 'Ira a

spade an' went ter work.
"Now, don, when Mack tuck oft his coat

his ring drappod on do groun'¦ close by,
but he ain't miss It He'des grabbed de
epodo an' went ter work,'but fer eve'y
shovel full ho th'owed out, seven shovels
full came. In ag'ln. He worked on a
while, wonderln' how high de Jail wu«. an'
den all uv a sudden he missed his ring.
Ho knowed ho had It on when he went
tor pull of his coat, an' so he hunted
'bout fer It, an' blmoby he foun' It. Dis
make 'Im feel bettor.
" 'Bout dat time de 'gal what he seed

daughter,' but Mack he say he dee done
do Job for fun, kaze he got his eye on

'nother gal. Do king low. 'You mean do
god whalt wu« here des now?' Mack'say,
'Yasser.' De king sorter grinned, but
he ain't let on.
"Den Mack ax 'lm wharbouta de ,dry

well Is, an' he make answer dat it'» right
dar close tor do stable, an' sho nuff dor
'twuz, on' It look like It wuz in about
a mile deep, Do king, he went on back
tor de house, whar he do his klngln', an'
Mack, he whirled in fer ter fill up de
dry well. It look like do dirt what ho
tuck fum de stables des went an' got In
de dry well by Itself, kazo when he flung
one shovel full th, forty wheelbarrows
full would toiler atter on fall In de well.
An 'twan't ten mlnnltes 'io' de well wuz
full up ter do top,
"Mack went on up ter'de house, an' de

king, sottili' on de porch, seed ?t?; Ho
'low, ? speck de well wuz too much for
you." Mack say, 'No, elrreo; I fulled It
up wld do dirt I flung out'n de stable.
'Twan't no trouble 'toll.' De king look
at 'Im right hard, an' say, "looky hero,
young man, what kinder chap Is you,
anyhow?' Mack 'low, 'I'm des a com¬

mon, evo'yday chap what ain't skeored
er work. What I does I does so easy
dat I don't charge nothln' for It.' Do
king say, "Well, dar'a de back yard an'
de front yard fer ter clean up.' Mack
'low, Til lay off ter do dat tornlght when
de dus' won't bodder nobody.'
"At dat de king laugh loud an' laugh

long. Mack say, 'You must sholy be
tickled.' Die make de king laugh loudor
dan ever, an' Mack went off an' sot down
In de shade an' wondered what make de
king laugh so hard. He eot dar, ha/dirt,
tell he got ter noddtn', an' den he fell
erslcep. Whiles lie wuz sno'ln' do gal
come out .ter see wharabouts he wuz,
.Twan't long 'fo' she foun" 'Im, ant den
she stood lookln' at Mm, kinder smllln' ter
herse'f. When her eye fell on do ring
she flung back her head an' grinned. She
thought tor herse'f dat he gwlneter marry
her anyhow, an' 'twouldn't bo no harm
fer, tor take de ring onbeknown3t tor Mm.
Sri she" cropo up, easy ez she kin, an1
slipped de ring offn his. linger, an' went
flyln' ter do house.
"Atter so long a time Mack woke up

an' missed his ring, an' right don an'
dar he had sho nuff trouble In his min'.
He ain't got no idee- whar do ring Is.
Ho knowed ho had It on when he sot
down dar, an' he couldn't make out what
had gone wld It. Blmeby de gal come
out for ter see ef he wuz wake, an' what
he gwlnetor say 'bout his, ring.you know

Mack waa polin' down tbe big road.

In de front yard er de king's house come
cantorln' long, an' ax 'lm how ho glttln'
long. Mack say he glttln' long purty
well In eplto er do conjermenta. Den de

g¡(l tell 'im dat he'll hatter marry de

king's daughter of ho do all dat he sot

out ter do; but Mock, ho say, lie did, dat
he'll not marry do king's daughter while
do gal he wuz talkln' wld wuz on top or

do ground. Dis malea do gnt blush, an'
ehe ax '|m how come he'd ruther marry
her don 1er marry de king's daughter, an'
Mack up an'say dat he dono seed hor, nn'
he ain't never seed da king's daughter,
Den de gal say, 'Sposen she lots purtier
dan what I Is'/'
"Mack 'low, he did, dat she kin keep

her puty for some un else. Don ho toll
de gal dat he'll marry hor ef she'll havo
*|ro, but sho say she ain't nothln' but a

¿umso gal, an' sho don't wanter atan' In
his way, kaze ha meniglit be sorry he
married her etldder de king's daughter.
But Mack say lie ain't gwlneter have It
dattaway, Do gal ain't say nothln' tor
dlz, but she look mighty wlllln'.
Don Mack, wld his ring on his finger,

wont ter work cleantn' out do stable, an'
do way ho mado do trash an' dirt fly
wuz a plum eight ter seo. Do gal say,
'Yon come do king,' an' den she made
horse'f sknee. Well, de king come up,
he did, an' ho wuz so 'etonlshcd dat lie.
can't say nothln'. Do dirt an' straw
oomo flyln' out Uke It wuz run thoo a

thrashln' machine, an' ef he hadn't 'a'
Jumped out'n do way' twould 'a' klvvered
him plum up, kaze eve'y timo Mack 'ud
fling out ono shovel full 'lev'n mo' would
Jump up an* toiler atter,,
"De atable wuz cleaned put whiles do

king wuz stan'ln' dar wld his moiif opon,
juta' when Mack come out, ho look des
.? fresh ez ef he hadn't dono no work.
¡!??ß king he 'low, · epeck you'll g|t my

how gals lu. Well, out she come, but
Mack, stlddor talkln' 'bout his ring, tol'
do gal dat he'd hatter go back home. He
done had a il ream dat his in oan y wuz sick,
an' while he'd like ter stay on 'count or

de gal, ho wuz hleeze ter go back home.
"De gal look solluin when she hear

dis kinder news, an' when she talk slia
had a Indar etoh In her goozlo. She say,
'I'm mighty eorry you gwlne, atter what
you tol' me, but ef you gwlne you bettor
not tell de king,' Den ehe look at lila
han' an' say, 'Law! whar yo' fine ring?
Mack 'low, ? done lost it, an' I can't (In'
it nowhar, Dat ring wuz ray fortune;
I can't do nothln* wldout it. I laid off
fer ter gl' fou de ring what my mommy
gì' mo when I Htartod on ihy Journey,
but 'taln't no use now; wld my good luck
ring goti« I can't never hope ter git you,'
Do gal say, 'When you gwlneter start?'
and he "low dat ho gwlneter make tracks
funi dar des ez soon ez night come.
"Do gal say she mighty sorry, an' Mack

say she can't be half ez sorry ejs he wuz,
an' not nigh ez lonesomq. De gal sorter
stood 'roun', waltln' fer Mack to»- say
sump'n but he wuz feolln' too bad; ho
des hung his head an' not dar wld his
mouf shot. Den do gal nx '1m not tor
go tell he see her, an1'he promise dat he
won't ef he khi seo her 'fo' night.
"Well, dos 'fo' night fell, here copio

QINCE the WAR
Preeor'lptffi IOUt %5?4·

Now OVSR 40 YEARS.ANO likb«.t TO
REMAIN THE_ONl-Y REAL CURE FOR
Rheumatism «nd·. bw« relations.
it droggliM, T5o. Dotti«. Poetal bringt booltlft.

WH.II. «Vtwi_»B,t;mTeHltyl'Ui!e1K#wïerk, .

THE PRETTY GRANDCHILDREN
OF CAPTAIN J. N. BUSH

WILLIE ZACHARIA8. THELMA BUSH.

de gal wld de ring .Bho ain't tell no
taie 'bout It; she des up'n say dat she

tuck It kazo sho wanted; It She low,
'Atter what you said down yonder In de
hoss-lot I felt I had ez good a right ter
dat ring oz any udder gal.an' dat's why
I tuck It.' Mack say ho ain't blamln' her
ono bit, not,, one grain, an' sho look bo

nice when ho say It dat Mack feel his
heart go fllpplty-??a?. She come up close
her him when she gl' Mm do ring, an'
put her han' on his, an' 'twuz Beoti a

soft llttlo han'' ho can't he'p snueezln' It

a little bit. But when he went ter put
his arm 'roun' her. she broke away fum
'lm an' run In de houso des like she
oughter done, kaze she'd been raise' right
an' knowed what ehe wuz doln.'
"When night come, Alnck got 'lm a

big brush-broom an' started ter sweep
do trush nn' dirt out'r. do yard. He
seed 'fo' de sun went down I10W1 bad It

needed cleanln', an' he say ter hisse'f
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dat he don't wanter marry de king's
daughter ef she ain't no better house¬
keeper dan tor let do front an' back yard
stay lookln' like dat. He skacely knowed
whar ter begin, at, but when ho did start
In a high wind come up on' blowed' de
dirt an' trash 'way ez fast oz ho In raise
It wld his brush-broom; an' blmeby ho
ain't had ter sweep 'tall, kazo do win"
got stronger an' stronger, an' it dea plc-k
up do trash ali' de dust an' tuck It clean
away.
"'Do king, he hoar de wind, he did,

an' he ax what all dat noise Is. His
daughter say It's his son-in-law doln'
work dat he nln't got no business ter do.
De king say ifs a big storm comln' up,
an' de gal- 'low dat hor sweot'art done
called on Brer Wind for. ter he'p 'lm
sweep de yard.
"Do king had de Ideo dat his daughter

wuz glttln' mighty uppity, but ho ain't
say nothln.' Ile des wont inter his room
an' shucked off his duds an' went ter
bod but de gal cropo ter her winder,
atter puttln' out do lights, an' looked out.
By dat time Mack had done finish do
Job, an' do yard wuz clean, as de floor
er do houso whar do king live at. Don
do gal, she went tor bed an' dremp
dreams dat she ain't dremp befo'.
"De nox' mornln' do king sont nut an'

ax Mack for ter come Inter brekkus, but
Mack atiBwer dat ha done had his brek¬
kus too long ter talk 'bout. Dom what
do do klngln' don't hatter git up soon In
de mornln', an' doy oats der brekkus Jnto.
Dish yer king what I'm a-tellin' you 'bout
won't no hotter dan any or do rest un
um. He had late brekkus, an' ho put on

airs, an' sassed ovo'y body when ho feel
like It. But ho como out attor whllo,
an' he conio mighty nigh falntln" when
ho seed how clean bofe his yards wuz.
"He 'low, 'Whar did you pile do trash***

Macie say dat ho don't b'llovo In doln'
no half-way Job, so ho tuck'iv tuck do
trash off whar 'twor.'t pester nobody no
mo.' Dis niako do king scratch his head.
He bleezo ter stan' up tor his promise,
an' so he nx Mack In do house whar he
do his klngln' nt, an' ax 'Ini lor take a
seat an' make hlssn'f,comf'tubble. Den
do king cluni up on his th'one an' sont
out fer ills majera an! hla cap'ns, an· a

whole lot er yutlier folks what ho know¬
ed right well. When cloy nil come do
king "low tint ho done promise for tor gl'
his daughter tor do man what kin clean
out his stable, fill ?? dry well nn' Bwenp
do front an' hack yard. 'All er you-all
done try It nn'. can't do It.' do king say,
'an' a whole passai of folks fum way off
yon*, an' doy ain't nono un um' kin do
It but dish'yer young mnn fum do coun¬

try. J got tor keep my promise,' de king
say,
"Wld dat day all hung der heads 'cep'

Mack. Ho dos sot dar thlnkln' how ho
kin tell do king dat he don't want his
daughter without makln' 'lm blazln' mad.
Blmeby ho gun ter thin 'bout de yuthor
gal, an' ho got right up nn' tol' do king
dat he ain't chnrge 'lm nothln' fer what
he done, kaze ho dono gl' his promise
tor 'nothor gnl.
"Doy all look at lm llko dey think ho

done lose his min'. De king say dat his
daughter la a mighty nlco gal, dat Mack
Will elio like her·. Mack say ho don't
'spute dnt, kaze wld aeeli a nlco daddy,
Bho can't he'p'belli' nice. De king 'low
dat Muck had better seo her bofo,' he 'fuse
ter have her. Mack say ,??ß'?? ho mighty
glnd tor see her, but ha dono make his
promise ter 'nothor gal. Wld dot de
king sont for his daughter, an' when
she come In Mack seed dat ehe want no¬
body but do gal what ho dono sttucken
"Is that all? asked Sweotest Susan.
" 'Ta n't half." repli Drusilliv. "Ef

I wtix Ipi' te" y011 a" ^at Mack dono
Wld d'at ring. I'd keep you horo a week

(To be continued.)

Life of Boys
on the Farm

Life for boys on Fluvanna forma be¬

gins in tho spring, when
"The alder by the river

Shakes out her powdery curls,
And willow buds aro silver,
For litólo boys and girls."

True, they exist through tho dreary,
muddy days of winter; still It Is only
a dormant state compared to the life

that begins on the first bright afternoon,
when all the little pools of water have
disappeared from between the last year's
corn rows and when mother takes jap
her hat Instead of that ever-present
companion, her work-basket, and Bays,
"Now, boys, for a walk to the river."
This proposition Is hailed by Joyous
shouts from Louis and Arohle, there Is
a scramble for hats (somehow boy's hats
aro never Just whore they should be),
and they oro off for the river.
The sun shines through a soft haze

and the boys oro as Joyous as the robin
that flits among the bare twig's of a per¬
simmon tree over their heads. How the
healthy blood bounds through their veins,
giving warm, rich color to cheek and lip.
How their spirits rise and offervesce at
each elastic step. What caro thoy If their
Jackota are frayed and torn, and what
thought do they give to the yawning
holes In their llttlo shoes. Is not the
sun shining, the sky blue and the water
rippling clear and bright?

"

Is not tho
clean, bright sand spread In tempting
array before them, and oh, tho possi¬
bilities that Ilo In that strotch of yollow
sand. Louis, who last night climbed on

grandpa's kneo nnd heard the oft-re-
peatod stories of how grandpa did In the
war, throws up breastworks and shoots
willow switch Yankees until all the sand
Is covered with his victims. The more
practical Archie hunts rocks to throw
In the wator and mako a big "splash."
Then the erstwhllo soldlor becomes a
sailor, and Confederate guns nnd slain
Yankees turn into boats that glide slowly
down tho river out of sight. Now mother,
who ha« been seated In a sheltered nook
whero tho sun shone warm and lent
herself for an hour to the boys, now
recalls the work-boskot, with Its torn
waists and trousers, with a sigh, tolls
tho boys 'tis tlm.. to go homo.
This Is but the beginning. The sage

grass Is to bo burned; Ohe boys run de-
llghtodly hither and thither, lighting new
placee with thoir torches, and the 'excite¬
ment Incronses as the blackonoii space
broadens and the waves of flame are
caught by tho wind and swept over the
tleld. Then they follow tho first furrows
that are turned and pull out tlho fish
worms and fill their pockets with the
wriggling, twisting mass. They scratch
In the mud for the first frogs thoy hear,
and when the ugly little things are un¬
earthed they watch them with delight
Jump from thoir hands to tho ground,
only to be caught again with the little
muddy fingers. Mother suggests that
frogglns aro not happy away from their
homos; then tendor-heartod llttlo Archie
trots back with them, nnd said he put
them In the hole with thoir mother and
covered them warm with mud,
Tho baby lambs must be tended, and

no matter how unsightly they appear to
grown up people, thoy are simply beauti¬
ful In tho eyes of the boys. As tho days
grow warmer tho· frayed Jackets and rag-
ned shoes aro laid asido; the boys come
out In fresh, olean waists arid blue donliu
pants and patter ovor tlho clean-swept
yard with whito, tender feet, that are
sorely tried by gravels and briars. Soon
tho sun nnd wind chnngo the whito legs
that twinkled about over tho fresh, green
turf Into nut brown ones, and the tender
foot that llmpod so painfully over grnvels
linve become toughened, so that by
strawberry time thoy carry the boys for
over tho fields In search of Wie scarlet
beauties, then carry them homo 'again,
hot and tired, but still happy, with their
bright tin palls filled with the luscious
hoiries and visions of strawberry pie
lion ting bofnro them.
Now comos the haying and the harvest

timo. What fun to follow tho mower nnd
toss the swoot, new hay nnd ride the
hay cocks to the barn. Tho days go by,
onoh bringing now pleasures ns Ihe
peaches, apples and ponrs ripen, tho
raspberries nnd blackberries come nnd go
Tho trees are ollmbod for dollclous fox
grapos; ohinquoplu burrs apon giving
gllmpsns of swnet brown nutp; walnuts
and hickory nuts must ho gnthorod nnd
stored away. The persimmon loses Its
puokor, rotalnlng only Its honoyod sweet¬
ness, Tho rabbit traps are to be set and
the soft conta of tho unfortunate cotton
tails aro sold by tho boys at the country
stores for'half penny apiece.
Somo fplks say the farm offers llttlo

amtisoment for hoys, but Louis and Arohle
think thoro Is lots of fun to be had on
a Fluvanna fumi. I,, \f. q,

A Real Burnt Offering,
Johnny onco hoard his Sunday-school

toachor say something about burnt of¬
ferings and, nt a certain ton, whon ho
bit doeply Into a piece of cake which
was scorohed In baking, ho exclaimed
"Oh, mainai Now I know what a real

burnt offering Is."

ßverybody Didn't Know,
Ope cold day little Tom, In his first

trousers, was walking out with his tiny
overcoat turned back to Its utmost limit,
when his fathor said to him;
"Tom, button your coat!"
Tom hcsltatod awhile.
"Look at mine," added his father.
"Yes," said Tom ruefully, "but every-I

\body known you wear trousers.
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Amount'oí Mpltal stock ittttiertted, ??,???,????; »ubíífltMr for....,...,, WO.Ofjo W
Atnniint of capitel »took pulí OP In ftnah..,.,,..,.,... 000,000 00 .A _ . . ^

Amount c( net ledger Mieto, December 8Ut ot previous reír,..................?.? ???,?? M

tííOOME "DURINO IME YEAR.
.

' Stèsiti Boiler,
Ormi premtntn« flnpald December 81*t lk*t year paid.... 1 270,387 Dt
Oro*« premium« written tad renewed during y*ajr. 1,500,828 SS'

¿ Total..."»1,7?ß,8??'ß?
Deduct gross premiums doit In cour«« of collection...., 809,040 03

Kntirn pretnttttn« collected durine the rear. II,«IT,201 87
Deduct reinsurance, abatement, rebate und ratura premium· 108,250 DO

Net «mIi actually received* for premium»........,..,,,........ $1,224,011 8T
lienta from company«' property..,,,,..,./,.,.,.,.,,,.,.,, 1,118 01
Interest on tonn« on mortgage« of real mtnto.............. $25,403 57
Intelett on bond« «ad dividend« on atock«.,,...,. 88,381 87
Interest upon other debts duo the company and on deposit«

In ban«,...,.,. 8,281 21 /'

Total rent« and Intoreat.,
' 117,006 6*

front on ante of real eetat«, $4,4(10; On «ale or maturity of aecuritle«,
121,802.111./. 25,812 81

Special mechanical «ervlce«..,.,....,,,.,......, 8,870 88

Total Incorno during the yee.r........_^.................,i.$1,871,706 89

Sum ot both amounts........$3,867,988OS /

DIBBUReEMENTS DURINO THE TEAR.
Stenm Boiler,

Oros« amonnt paid,for claim« excepting weekly Indemnity.... $108,164 00
N«t paid pollcyholder». $108,104 00
Stockholder« for Interest or dividende amount declared daring the year 00,000 CO
CommlaHlona or brokerage to agente, leaa received on rnlnanrnnce. 317,018 81
Salarle«, traveling nnd nil ripense» ot agents ami agencie«, not on

commlHflloii account.,.,,... 140,830 40
Inspection«. 453,588 00
Bnlarle« n/ml all other cotnpenaatlon ot officer«, $32,000; «nd borne office

employe», $25,800........'.,.,., 58,400 00
Taxe« on premium«, $10,420.03) tixcn on real catate,. $350.04; Inaurance

depnrtmont fue« mid agent«' licenses« $3,844.22: municipal Ucenaea,
«17,180,08.,.T..;..... . «?,ß?ß 89,
Bent.,. 6,812 50

Legal expense«, $711.40; real eatata repair« and expense« (other than
taxe«), 761.10... , 1,403 60

..'urnlturo and fixture«, $4330.00; advertising, $14,004,80; printing »nd '

stationery, 810,564.20. 86,049 76
Lom on «nie« of real estate, $500; 1?·»? on «ale« or maturity of ae¬

curitle«, $3.401.87.G. 4,01187
AU other disbursements (Hemlxc profit nnd lo» account), office expense«.. 1,890 02 ·

Total miscellaneo!!· expenac·, $1,000,740.80.
Total disbursements during the year....$1,227,80681

Balance.°..I.J. $2,040,082 71

; ASSETS.
Book value of real Mtate unlncnmbored.$ 34,480 04
Mortgngc loan« on reni catate, flrat llena. 606,220 04
Hook value of bonds (excluding tutercet, $1,040,010.18). and «tocks, $220,610.80. 1,801,436 51
Cnsh In company·' office, $11,403.36; deposited In bank«, $144,402.85. 155,086 20
Interest accrued on mortgage«. ? 16,887 01
Market vaino of bond« and «tock not Including Interest. 140,478 47
Net premium« not over threo months duo. 818,683 1·

Total....<::^wwjjjj^w^..$3,109,501 30

UAB-tXITIES. ?
la Pro«*··

! of «ajustaient.
Steam boiler.?.$73,323 66

Net amount of unpaid clatm «cconnt... $78,823 66
Aggregate of unpaid claim· nnd expense*. 1.............. $ 78,322 69

Groas premiums upon all unexplrcd risita running one year or lesa from date of policy ;
Unearned Portion

Premium», (60 Per Cent.)
Steam boiler..,.....$107,783 66 $53,80178

Total one yenr or lees.'...,¦>.'....$88.89178
Gross premium« upon all unexplred rleki running more than one year irom date ot policy:

Unearned Pre-
Premlum*. mlum« pro rat·.

Stoam boiler.$8,260,480 88 $1,741,110 18
Total more than one year. $1,741,116 18

Total unearned premiums and reserve a· computed above........................... 1,736,010 It

Total llablllttc·.1...-.*-. $1,866,888 M
Capital atoak paid .up In cash. $600,000 00

Surplus beyond capital and other liabilities.».V. 741,257 74
1 ,- 1,241,307 74

Total....i. $3.109,681 M

BUSINESS IK THE STATE OF VIHQINIA DURINO THE TXAB.
Amonnt ..

Risk» Premium· Losses Lone· at.Risk at
Written. Received. Paid. Incurred. Eild of Tear.

Steam boiler. $2,011,700 00 $18.648 82 $210 86 $230 00 $5,258,461,00

(Signed.) J. ?. ALLEN, President
(Signed.) J. B. PIEKCE, Secretary.

Stato of Connecticut; County of Hertford.«a: *

Subscribed aud sworn, to January 24, 1003, before LOUIS V, MIDDLH8R00K, Notary Public

T.L.AlfriendoSon,
Agentjs, No. HIS East Main Street.

ANNUAL STATEMENT FOR ??? YEAR ENDINO DECEMBEB 81. 1803, OF TO« CON·'
D1TION AND AFFAIIIS OF THE BRITISH AMEIUOA ASSURANCE COMPANY Of
TORONTO, ORGANIZE!) UNDER TUB LAWS OF THE DOMINION OF GANADA., MADH

TO THE AUDITOR OF PUBLIO ACCOUNTS OB' TUB COMMONWEALTH-OP .VIRO-IMA.' IN
PURSUANCE TO THE LAWS OF VIRGINIA. .

President, HON. GEORGE A. COX; Vlec-Prcsldent, J. J. KENNT; Secretary, P. H. SIMS],
Principal Offlco, 18 AND 20 FRONT STREET, EAST TORONTO, OANADA; Oenornl Agent
In Virginia, JULIUS STRAUS; Residence, RICHMOND, VA.; Organized or Incorporated, FHR.

UUAHY 13, 1833; Commenced Business, JUNE 1». 1835.

ASSETS.
Loans on mortgage (dnly recorded and being the tlrst liens on the fee simple) upon /

which not morn than one year's Interest Is duo. $10,000 00

BONDS AND STOCKS OWNED ABSOLUTELY BY THE COMPANY.
United State« 2 per cent- bond«. $210,000 00 $228,376 00
City of Brooklyn bond».....,. 30,000 00 82.475 00
City of London bnnda...'... 180,000 00 183,650 50

City of London bonds. 15,000 00 15,400 60

Olty of Now York bond«. 170,000 00 178.025 00'
Contrai Canada Loan A Savings Debenture«. 26,000 00 25,000 00
Olty of Winnipeg bonds. 20,000 00 21,600 00
City of Kingston bond«. 20,000 00 21.710 00
Weet Shore Hallway bond....... 12,000 00 :. 18,470 00

Georgia State bond»_. 10.000 00 11.000 00

City of Toledo. 0,. bond«..,.i. 10,000 00 11,'450 00
City ot Richmond, Vn., bond·.... 1,ROO on -1,434 04

Olty of Richmond, Va., bond«. 26,000 00 -«7,876 00

City of Ulversido, Cn). bonds.... .26,000 00 20,26.0 00
Cunada Permanent nnd Western Canada Mortgage Cor¬

poration, stock':.... / 8,040 00 10,723 00
Rocbostor Railway Company bonds.... '26,000 00 27,600 00
Toronto. Electric Light Company bond». 20,000 00 20,000 00
City of Colorado Spring» bonds..... 25,000 00 -20.002 50

Canadlnn Northern Railway Co. bond«. 46,000 00 44,560 00
Toronto Suvlngs and Loan Co. Dobentnre«. 60,000 00 60,000 00
Ilultlmoro and Ohio gold bond. 60,000 00 60,816 00
New Mexico Territorial bond«. 10,000 00 11,200 00

Totnl par and market value carried out »t market vaine $042,240 00 $807,067 44 $ 007,867 M.
Cash belonging to the company In bank...'.. 108,008 M
Iutcreat duo and accrued on bonds not Includad In market value. 13,481 64
Gross premium« (nn. written In the policies) In courae ot collection, not more then

three month« due.'..,.281,887 46

Aggregate umount of all assets of the company ¡«tat· ut their actual Tala·...... $1,409,863 73

LIABILITIES.
Gross claim« for adjusted and unpaid'loases due and to become due.$10,860 82
Gross losses In procesa of adjustment or In suspeuse, Including all re¬

ported nnd supposed losses.'..'. 73,936 71
Losses resisted, Including Interest, costs and other «xpenae« thereon. 7,544 89

Net amount of unpaid loases. $ 100,881 8
Qross premium« received and receivable upon all unexptrtd are risk·

running one year or lusa from date of policy. Including Intereat,
premium« on perpetual tiro risks, $838,322.63; unearned premium.
(50 per cent.)....\.*..$419,411 26

Gross premiums received and receivable upon all unexptrod Ore risk·
running more than one yenr from date of policy, $501,220,20; un·

unrned premium» (pro rata). 813,608 83
Gross premiums (Including both cnsh and hills) received and receivable

upon ivU unexpli-uil inland navigation risk«, $52,640.15; unearned pre¬
mium« (60 pur cent, t. 26,874 67

Oroes premiums (cueh und bills) received and receivable on all un¬

explrcd murine risks 60 por cent, on time bull».,., 10,200,57

Totnl unonrund premiums as computed above.......,.,,,,...,., 778,883.«»
Commissions, brokerage and other charges due and to become due to agent» and

brokers, on premiums paid und In course of collection. 68,260 4·

Total amount of all liabilities except capital stock nnd nit surplus............. $ 047,467 63

Surplus beyond cupltal aud nil other UablUtlos....,. 402,379 10

Aggregate »mount of all liabilities Including nulrt up capital atock and net «orpins $1,400,866 TI
RECEIPTS DURINO THE YEAR,

Marine and
Fire. Inland.

Gross premiums and bill· unpaid at close of last year.,.. $ 218,748 83 $ 80.103 75

Net collected.',. $ 218,743 63 $ 30,103 70
Oroes premiums on risks written and renewed during tho

year.,. 1,607.014 77 801,107 63

Total. $1,726,703 80 $337,211 2S

Deduct groas premiums and bill» In «ours· of collection at
this data. 346,862 04 88,044 02

.-__

Entire premiums collected during the yenr.·,, $1,430,410 30 $301,166 7d
Deduct rulusurunce, rebate, abatement and return premium· 383,684 47 45.007 711

Net cash actually received for premiums. $1.000,825 80 $235,4???? $1,852,834 14
Received for Interest and dividends ou stoak· and bauds, collateral loans, and from

nil other sources,,,,,.,. 80,670 M

Aggregato amount of receipts actually received during the year to cash,,,.,,,. $1,882,885 It

DISBURSEMENTS DURINO THE YEAR.
Marin· «nd

Fi.. Inland.
Orosa amount actually paid for losaos (Including $80,030.23_

losses occurring In previous year»). $737,600 00 $242,010 04
Ueduet all umount« uctually received for salvage (wheth¬

er on losses of the lust or of previous years) $12,780.88
aud all amounts actually received for reinsurance In
other companies, $108,060.82. Total deduction. 78,674 57 42.263 63

Net amount paid durlug the year for losses. $050,030 83 $100,747 41 $ 868,838 74
Paid for commission or brokerage..:···.··';··· Î44.Q76 61
1'uld for Bularles, fees or other charges ot officers, clerk«, agent» aud til otb«r

employee.···. 86.128 48
Paid for State and local taxe· In this and other Stste«.,.,,..,40,487 63
All other puyraeuU and expenditure».,,,,.,, 108,40$ 68

Aggregate amount of actual disbursement· during th· year In c»«h........,'..,, $1,816,808 81

BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF YIBQINJA DURINO THE 'ÏEA&.
Fir«.

Risks wrltton.,..,... $1,209,838 00

Premiums received (gross).··..·.,·.............,.....,.,,,,.,.,, 24,0(12 BÍ

Losses puid.,...,,,. 8,093 27
Losses Incurred.?. 6,83$ $$

(Signed.) f. J. KENNY, VUe.Pr«»laen»,
(8lgned.i _P. H. SIMS. Secretary.

Dominion of Canada; Province of Ontario; City of Toronto.«·!
.Swum to January 23, 1903. bufort 11. D. QAM ? I.E. NoUt7 Public.

JULIUS STRAUS & SON, Agente,
1013 East Main Street.


